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F. ‘Tilson Keller, Director 


* Keller is ‘one of those rare native born Nev Gr? 


how he. returned +o New York nobody knows. 


our unguarded | northern. bordér by way of Bronxville. 


Luke's and Lenox Hill Hospitals. 
him enough time for hiking. 


Wilson, he became director here, 


‘Educated in Ohio: 
Rumor has it that he infiltrated through 
He learned his trade at St. — 


This was too much work for him and did not allow 
He was director of Lawrence Hospital in Bronxville in 
June 1941 when he heard the call from this hospital. 


By changing his first name to 


He has.done a great job of directing ever since, 


He directs everybody to do their work so thet he can enjoy his second hobby which is 


that. of playing.Waldter Winchell to our hospital news paper. 
hiking or writing for the R &C, he is lunching with the managers dovmtow,. 


hen he is not busy 
By his 


suave @ppesrance and subtle language he manages to create a peaceful atmosphere in 
the hospital that has not been noticed here since the Civil tr, 
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4) SPIRIT OF R_& C 


‘Then you men and -vomen in the armed services answered your country’s call 
to arms, you soon found yourselves in strange surroundings of strange places. ‘When 
your thoughts wandered back to the life you had left behind they were often focused 
on the professional part of your life that was associated with the hospital, Many 
of your letters have testified to your approval of the Record and Chronicle and 
interest in its future, 

tle have often wondered at the reason for this love for our hospitel, even 
after a short stay here. ‘fe all come from various schools, we my have other hospi-~ 
tal associations, but R & C remins our alm mter. Certainly it cannot be the gray 
somewhat forbidding building in the shadovs of Tudor City that we remember -so-welle~ 
We believe more ina special atmosphere which air conditions the hospital and Leaves 
a certain stamp on anyone who has had the privilege of working here. This R & © 
spirit is not an abstract piece of oratory but has a concrete foundation, This 
foundation was layed by the two men who greet us as we enter the hospital, They are 
Virgil Gibney and Royal ‘hitman, One represents the humane understanding of our 
fellovmen, the other stood for scientific achievement. The merging of these two 
personalities form the R & C spirit, which represents the type of service our hospi- 
tal has rendered to our community for several generations. To deliver our services 
in a friendly way does not apply to the medical staff alone. It is found prevailing 
in the hospital as a working unit and is met with in all departments, ‘Te encounter 
it as we enter the hospital when Tom Cannon patiently listens to all requests and 
always hes the correct informtion. ‘Je see it at the clinic desk when Anne 
Schoppmann shows in her face how reluctantly she accepts the clinic fees from some 
poor patient. The motherly kindness of Mrs. Flick when she meets a bewildered 
natient is an example of our hospital spirit, so do the distinguished looks and 
pleasant manners of Salvatore LoCascio, who looks as if he knows what to do and does 
ite “There could you see better personification of humane approach and technical 
ability than in Grace McCullough in) the X-rey Department. Look at the friendliness 
on our wards such as that run by Belle Gustin, R.Ne Only during the last few years 
has the Army and Nevy had a Rehabilitation program, but Miss Salkeld has for many 
years discharged her patients better mannered, better disciplined and in every 
respect better children. Josephine Guariglia with her blood tray makes it a 
pleasure to be bled, Adele Guggeinheimer runs our school in such an unobtrusive way 
that we never have the slightest’ complaint. Those are exponents of the R & C spirit. 
So is Miss Ryan of the Social Service with her soft spoken voice who unravels the 
patient's social problems without hurting anyones feelings. Even when the patient 
leaves the hospital the unpleasant task of settling the bill is made easy by Agnes 
Donahue, Kitty Marshall and other members of the Accounting: Department. 

These are only a fev examples of the unsung personnel who perpetuate the 
spirit of R &C as founded by Gibney and “hitman and are responsible for the ties 
between our. hospital on one hand, and with the alumni and service men and women on 
the. other hand. These are.the reasons we all love our hospital, the preservation 
of such esprit de. corps is. what you are fighting for, If you who have left the 
hospital will carry with you the R & C spirit, you will serve your ‘fellowmen accorde 
ing to Gibney and ‘hitman who stood for humane understanding and scientific Gr 
achievement. ai : 


News Items Bt 


Lt. Harold Towner visited the hospital on Thursday, February 15th, to say 
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Eddie Collins, former porter at R & C and now serving in the armed forces, 
writes to thank everyone for the useful Christmas gift he received from R & Ce He 
sends his best regards to allat the hospitel. 
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Daniel Debell, former orderly, now stationed at Camp Swift, Texas, writes 
and tells us that he has been promoted to Private First.Class. Through the R & © 
he learned that Col. Higinbotham was stationed at the same camp and at the first 
opportunity he visited with Cole Hist pbog heme He sends. his weenEt? to the gang at 
R & Ce ae 


Tlag was standing. at the clinic desk the other dee minding his own cuaanatl 
when he was accosted by a nice elderly sort of Indy, thusly. “You're one of the 
younger men, aren't you?" Though pleased tv be so complimented, Wag felt con- 
strained to contradict. "No, not verye It's been about twenty-five years.” She 
literally laughed in his face and insisted that he could not be classed with the 
really old men she had had doings with, namely Royal and Armitage hitman, and, of 
all people, Van. She remembered Dr. Gibney very. well and spoke of the old days at 
_the hospital. But she really took the cake, says the by now bewildered story~ 
_ teller, when she said,"I'm here, actually, with my father.” “And where is he?" 
“Having his brace fixed.” "ind who made his brace?" Without blinking an eyes she. 
replied, "Dr. Knight.® | 

Notes Dr. Knight died in 1884. 


On February 15th, the Annual Meeting of the Board of Managers was held at 
the"hospital, ‘This was an occasion for tea served by the Social Service and Volun- 
teer Departments ‘in the solarium. The tea was prepared by the Dietary Department 
under the supervision of Miss Croft, Miss Tuppen and Miss Rudert. The tea was 
poured by Miss Croft andthe coffee by Miss Logotheton. Our Directors were very 
gracious, One director who had been associated with the hospital for thirty-five 
years cornered me and asked me how the ruptured part of the hospital was getting 
along since we changed the name of the hospital to Special Surgery. I told him 
that the hernias were still rupturing, but was puzzled’ until he introduced me to 
one of his colleagues as “his old friend, Dr. Carl Bundicks I drank another cup of 
tea. 


Ye hear through the grapevine that the administration has finally gotten 
around to renumbering the wards and private rooms, which will be done as soon as 
the new signs come from the manufecturer. ‘fe hope that this new system will clearly 
designate the location of the wards making it easier to direct visitors, and mking 
it ‘edsier for our doctors who have been on the staff for 35 years or more to know 
where the wards are without having to stop and think. We are told that the new 
system will work as follows: all the wards on the ‘vest wing of the building will 
be desigmted A, those in'the center portion of the building B, those in the east 
wing of the building C,.and the wards to the north D. Besides using letters of the 
alphabet, the letter will be prefixed with the number of the floor. The present 
Ward 3 will be 3A; Ward 2 = 3C, Ward 1 ~ 3D. Ward 7 will be 4A, Ward-4 « 4B, Ward 
5 = 40, Ward 6 = 5A; Ward 10 = 5D, and Vard 9 will be 6B. The private rooms will | 
be ‘numbered in the hundreds suchas Gibney 3 = 301, etc., Gibney 4 -'401, Gibney 
5 = 501, etc. The semi-private rooms will be designated in the tens, such as 31, 
41, Sly etc, 


dunitaolaxas 
In God Te Truss 


‘Hoping to escape the draft, te ‘showed up for his sivdtea exam wearing 
a borrowed truss, told the examining surgeon that he had been wearing it for 
fifteen years..."Hm,” mused the doctor, “that ought to put you in 6-F.” “(hat does 
6-F mean?", the dodger wanted.to know. "It means," replied the surgeon, “that in 
six weeks you'll probably be in France. Next time try wearing your truss right 
side upt” 
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SPORTS 


Note from the follow-up Conférence Monday A.lies Pro veynarnsiie® 

Rich Stephens suggested a 4-0 rating because patient was alive and able 
to smile, L.C. ‘fegner vanted an 0-4 rating to build up the surgeons morale— during 
wartime, Ray Lewis said x-rays were disputable but lucrative and suggested an 0-0 
rating and bit off one of his fingers in disgust. Dr. Wilson, summarizing the dis= 
' cussion, gave the patient a 4 rating and the surgeon a 4 rating, 


The D.A. is investigating the Badminton games on Tuesday nights - there 
is a rumor that Dr. Gomez paired with Josephine Viola threvw'a game to Dre Yue and 
Ol nvee Saviano to eréble Chira to secure more lend lease, 


estir Surgeon Wagner weekended at Seaview on Lincoln's birthday. He 
played 18 holes of golf and ended up vith a swim in the pool, ‘hile practicing his 
Kentucky crawl before admiring females his trunks slid off, missing the kidney stone 
that used to hold them up. A pool attendant reefed the trunks’ two inches and the 
Kentucky crawl was resumed. stich | | 
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On Monday evening, February 19th, Mrs. “’aldo and two other women from 
Tudor City volunteered to work in. our laundry. From 7330 to 10330 p.m. these 
ladies..ironed and folded 25 to 30 nurses' uniforms, On ‘fednesday evenings, Mrs. 
Teniyck and her group of three ladies accomplished the same amount: of work, Our 
sincerest thanks for such fine spirit. Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays are still . 
open. Who else would like to volunteer? 


R. Cragin Lewis, Lt. (jege) Gunnery Officer of a destroyers has received 
@ citation from Admiral Halsey for displayed coolheadedness, resourcefulness and... 
fine leadership on November 19, 1944 which resulted in the destruction of two . 
enemy torpedo planes. Cragin is the son of our popular roentgenologist, Dr. Ray 
Lewise 


Capt. Robert S.» Shermin, M.C., A.U.S., husband of Drs Ruth Snyder, ) 
received the.bronze star for meritorious service from. June 10 to November 1, 1944. 
as chief of the X-ray Department of his evacuation hospital onerr hing in Frante,. 


Major He Re Tollefson, group surgeon for an air. transport unit in the. 
south Pacific, recently received the air nadal for completing a specified number of 
hours of combat flying . 


; Dr. Fred He hinge died in, New York City on February. 14th, at the. age of: 
69. Dre Albee was affiliated with this hospital from 1906.to 1911, when he was. 
listed as a clinic assistant and also radiologist. At that time Napier, cates 
Nathan, Vlallace, Barnett, etce, were also working in the.clinic, 


Dr. Yue, one of our allies from China, house surgeon, and en ardent bade 
minton player, tells me that he is deyeloping.a Spanish accent due to the associfae 
tion with our South American doctors. 


Patients "I remember Dr. ‘fagner in 1901. He is still as good-looking 
as ever but a little heavier." 


Capt. R. Re Stevens writes to let*us’know that he has’ been on a sight-— 
seeing tour through Italy. He has visited Rome 5 a bake Pias and Seerenser ‘He 


fabs 
is now back to vork doing mostly medicine and treating trench feet, end @ moderate 
amount of jaundice. ~~ . prt ia 


Major Bill Cooper, home on leave from France, visited us during the month 
and has promised us a report on his experiences overseas, and ve hope to have it 
for the next issue, 


Capt. Marjey writes the Editor on Februery 16th as follows; "\hen in 
New York the last time, I told you that I had Physio and Occupational Therapy and 
also the medical end of the Reconditioning Program. Since that time the medical 
officer shortage is getting progressively worse and so now, in addition to the above 
work, I have an orthopaedic ward with 72 beds, mostly combat casuclties. My work 
starts at 8:00 A.M. and I stop at 9300 P.M. because after that hour, I cen't see 
any more patients. How long I will be able to continue at this tempo I don't know 
but so far so goodseecessessel gave a little paper on physio and occupational therapy 
in general to the hospital staffecsecees 


Dr. Ray Lewis received a letter from Lowell Thomas stationed somewhere 
in Persia, The Colonel sent some Persian x«rays shoving irregular areas of ine 
creased density due to calcified guinea worms, dracunculus medinnensis. He also 
describes hernia operations which he thinks might be of interest to his friends 
with their feet on the desk in the hernia clinic. The procedure is as follows; 
the prospective patient walks in the door, pulls up his skirts and sits up on a@ 
table. The continuous spinal is administered in the sitting position and then the 
patient lies back, the needle projecting into a hole in the mt covering the table 
top. Drapes are four towels placed about the field. It is usually too hot for 
full draping and enough linen does not exist anyway. Incision is made thru a fine 
mesh gauze which has been glued to the spine by tr. benz. comp. Instruments used 
consist of clamps:that don't clamp and scissors that don't scissor, and the Paker 
blades are used till the cutting edge is indistinguishable from the back edge. 
They use a fascia patch large enough to cover the floor of the caral from internal 
ring to the pubic spine. Lovell Thomas' annual report includes: 50 appendec= 
tomies, 21 knee joint exposures, 5 ruptured pectic ulcers, 24 hernias, 200 frace 
tures, gunshot wounds of every part of the body, three craniotomies and several 
amputations, etc. 


Dr. “ilson has received a letter from Najor Peter Rizzo, Fletcher General 

Hospital, Cambridge, Ohio. His service has reached 850 patients on 22 wards. It 
takes him from 8:30 to 11:30 to make rounds and even et that he must walk at a 

fast clip. He speaks of developing a bone graft for large défects without use of 
any metallic fixation. Major Rizzo tells of an unusual fracture. An American 
taken prisoner by the Germans had had a fracture treated by an inter medullary 
metal rod. The rod was inserted through # small incision in the supra trochanteric 
region into medullary cavity of proximal fragment end under fluoroscope and trace 
tion - thru distal fragment. ‘then seen by Major Rizzo three months later, the 
patient had evidence of callus formation and was walking without support. 
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